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English Language Unit 3, Section B   

Argument and Persuasion Revision 

 

What do I have to do? 

 In the exam, you will be asked to write 2 of the non-fiction texts below. You 

must answer both of them.  

 

 You will have 30 minutes to complete each task. For each task you should 

spend 5 minutes planning, 20 minutes writing and 5 minutes checking your 

work. 

 

 You must write between 200 and 300 words for each task. 

 

 Each task is worth 20 marks, (10 marks for content and 10 marks for Spelling, 

Punctuation and Grammar) so Section B is worth a total of 40 marks. 

 

 Writing non-fiction texts usually means writing about facts or opinions. 

 

 

 

Many non-fiction texts come with conventions of language, form and structure. 

Make sure you know them! Think G.A.P – Genre, Audience and Purpose. 

 

1. Informal letter 

2. Formal Letter 

3. Article 

4. Review 

5. Leaflet 

6. Report 

7. Speech 

 

 

 

In this section of the exam, the non-fiction texts will have one of two purposes:  

 

 To Argue - To make the case for something. An argument expresses a point 

of view and gives evidence to support the points made. Be forceful! 

 

 To Persuade - To change the readers opinion. Try to get the reader on 

your side and get him/her to agree with you! 
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Writing to Argue 

Always remember that you must be polite and and formal in style, even 

when expressing strongly held opinions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Stating your opinions 

In my opinion / view… 

I feel / think / consider … 

It is my belief that… 

It is my considered opinion that… 

 

Argue against other opinions 

Contrary to this view, I feel that… 

Nevertheless, 

However, 

On the other hand, 

 

Being convincing through research 

Having surveyed 30 students, 

An interview I conducted recently… 

“The Sunday Times” recently 

published an article on… 

It has come to my attention that… 

 

Linking between paragraphs 

Likewise, 

Furthermore, 

Similarly, 

A further consideration must be… 

 

Being polite, but convincing 

I’m sure you will agree that… 

I understand your objections… 

I would be very happy to discuss 

the matter further… 

I know you have the best interests 

of your students at heart. 
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Writing to Persuade 

Try to include some of the following persuasive techniques: 

 

Alliteration and / or Authority figures 

 

Facts 

Opinions 

Rhetorical question and / or Repetition 

Emotive Language 

Statistics 

Tripling (Rule of three)  
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1) Informal Letter 

Past Question: 

You have a friend or relative who is thinking about taking part in the 

London Marathon. Write a letter explaining whether you think this is a good 

idea.   

(20 marks, 200 – 300 words) 

(30mins) 

 Spend 5 minutes planning 

 20 minutes writing  

 5 minutes checking your work 

 

 

Plan: 

 

Genre – Informal Letter Layout   

Audience – Friend or relative  

Purpose – Persuade 

 

Decide whether you think this is a good or bad idea. Choose one side of the 

argument and only write about that. 

 

1) Introduction  

         Say why you are writing and give your opinion. (Always answer the 

         question in the first paragraph). 

 

2) Idea 1 – Give your first example explaining why this is a good / bad idea. 

 

3) Idea 2 - Give your second example explaining why this is a good / bad 

idea. 

 

4) Idea 3 - Give your third example explaining why this is a good / bad idea. 

 

5) Idea 4 – Give your fourth example explaining why this is a good / bad 

idea. 

 

6) Conclusion – Remind them why you are writing and sign off appropriately. 



5 
 

Example of an Informal Letter 

(Layout)                                                                      14 Green Road                                                                                                 

Hilltown 

Derby 

4th May 2018 

Dear Sam, 

(Introduction) It was so nice to bump into your Mum Last week! I was out shopping and 

it was such a surprise to see her! She told me that you are going to run the London 

Marathon next year. I think that’s a great idea! You were always sporty at school so I 

know that you’re fit enough.  

(Idea 1) I think that raising money for Cancer Research is a worthy cause. Your Dad 

would be proud of you. You will get lots of support from the community and will 

probably raise a lot of money for a cause that is very close to your heart. 

(Idea 2) I know you will enjoy the training as you are always up for a challenge! And on 

the plus side, you’ll be super fit by the time you’ve finished! You should think about 

getting a running coach. He or she will draw up a training schedule. I ran the marathon 

last year, so if you want any training tips or even some company while you run, then call 

me – 07919287542.  

It is not glamorous; I can tell you! I threw up on some of those hills and I lost a 

few toenails! Make sure you get a pair of runners that fit properly. It’s important to 

look after your feet.  

(Idea 3) It’s hard, but it is worth it. The atmosphere on the day is amazing. Everyone is 

so positive and supportive. It’s like these strangers become your running family. Even 

the charity will give you support if you get injured. 

(Idea 4) Did you know that you will get lots of gifts from your charity too? It’s not all 

hard work! You’ll get a vest to race in, a runner’s goody bag and you may even get a free 

massage after the race! 

(Conclusion) Good luck with your training, we’ll all be rooting for you. And like I said, 

give me a ring if you want to meet up; or if you want some company when you are on one 

of those long runs. 

Hope to see you soon. 

(Sign off appropriately)                     Love Rachel x 
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2) Formal Letter 

Past Question: 

‘Dogs are dirty, destructive creatures and should not be kept as pets’.   

You see the above statement in a local newspaper and feel very strongly about the 

writer’s views.  

Write a letter to your local newspaper in which you give your own views about 

dogs.    

(20 marks, 200 – 300 words) 

(30mins) 

 Spend 5 minutes planning 

 20 minutes writing  

 5 minutes checking your work 

Plan: 

 

Genre – Formal Letter Layout   

Audience – Readers of the local newspaper  

Purpose – Argue 

 

Decide whether you think this is a good or bad idea. Choose one side of the 

argument and only write about that. 

 

1) Introduction  

         Say why you are writing and give your opinion. (Always answer the 

         question in the first paragraph). 

 

2) Idea 1 – Give your first example explaining why this is a good / bad idea. 

 

3) Idea 2 - Give your second example explaining why this is a good / bad 

idea. 

 

4) Idea 3 - Give your third example explaining why this is a good / bad idea. 

 

5) Idea 4 – Give your fourth example explaining why this is a good / bad 

idea. 

 

6) Conclusion – Remind them why you are writing and sign off appropriately. 
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Example of a Formal Letter 

 
(Layout)                                                                                                    14, Green Road 

Hilltown 

Derby 

 
Editor 

The Derby Express 

High Street 

Derby 

 

4th May 2018 

 
Dear Editor,  

(Introduction) My name is Rachel Lawson and I'm a 15 year old learner at Saint Mary’s 

High School. I am a regular reader of your local newspaper and most nights I enjoy 

learning about what is happening in the local area on the Readers' Page. However, on 

the 1st of May, I read an article about pet keeping and I felt so strongly about it I just 

had to write and share my own thoughts and opinions on the matter, because it was over 

the top, negative claptrap!  

(Idea 1) The heading offended me immediately. 'Dogs are dirty, destructive creatures 

and should not be kept as pets.' Dogs are only dirty if they are not well trained by 

irresponsible dog owners. By nature, they might not be as clean as cats, but they are 

not intentionally dirty! You should see the bedrooms of some of my friends – THEY ARE 

DIRTY! Humans can be dirty too and I wouldn't expect to see, 'People are dirty, 

destructive creatures' printed in your paper!  

By the way, we as 'human' creatures can be destructive too. Just the night before this 

article was printed, your lead story was about the potential fracking in Chester. This is 

an example of man being destructive, as is the new housing estate being constructed on 

brown belt land; or the mess left in Derby City centre on a Saturday morning. It is 

dirty, disgusting and shameful!  

(Idea 2) Many dog owners would be devastated if they couldn't keep their dog as a 

loving and loyal companion. There are 9 million dogs in this country and therefore 

millions of dog owners would have their human need for companionship stripped away if 

pet/dog ownership was banned. My Nan who lives in an old peoples’ home had to rehome 

her dog when she could no longer live alone. She cried for months and sometimes still 

does, (more than for my Grandad). However, there is a kind lady who takes her own dog 

into the home to be cuddled and loved by the residents. Surely this indicates how 

having a pet can have a positive impact on mental well-being?  
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(Idea 3) Studies have proved that petting a dog (or any other furry animal) can 

promote happiness and well-being. It can reduce the risk of heart disease due to 

lowering blood pressure. It is also good for stress. As a society we are getting more 

stressed. Keeping a dog has been proven MEDICALLY to have a positive health impact. 

As a responsible publisher, you shouldn’t be printing this deliberately offensive and 

immoral message.  

(Idea 4) Pet owners tend to be nicer human beings. They are kind, generous and 

empathetic. I believe keeping dogs enhances these qualities in the owner. Every dog 

owner I know is a good, decent and kind human being. Imagine if we didn't keep pets, 

we would be reduced to selfish, mean and moody human beings.  

Your readers should be focusing on the 127,000 stray and abandoned dogs and their 

'owners' who left them heartlessly, instead of arguing that NOBODY should be 

entitled to keep a friend (not a pet - they are friends).  

(Conclusion) I believe everybody can have their own opinion, but they must express it in 

a way that does not offend others. Dogs are 'man's best friend'. Many of your readers 

believe, like me, that dog keeping is good for society. Please in future think carefully 

about printing such letters.  

 (Sign off appropriately)          Yours faithfully,  

                                                   Rachel Lawson 
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Past Letter Questions: 

 Many people think we should take holidays in Britain rather than travel abroad. 

Write a letter to a newspaper giving your views on this issue. 

 

 You have a friend or relative who is thinking about taking up boxing as a sport. 

Write a letter explaining whether you think this is a good idea. 

 

 A proposal has been made to hold a motorcycle race on the road in your area. 

Write a letter to the local newspaper giving your views. 

 

 A local businessman has applied for permission to hold an outdoor music festival 

in your area. Write a letter to your local newspaper supporting or opposing the 

idea. 

 

 Imagine you win two tickets to the National Marine Aquarium. Write a letter to 

a friend persuading him/her to go with you. 

 

 Imagine you have a friend or a relative who has decided to run in the London 

Marathon. Write a letter giving your opinions. 

 

 Imagine you have a friend who is considering going to live abroad. Write a letter 

giving your opinions. 

 

 You have just read two texts about hoe prisoners are treated. Write a letter to 

your MP expressing your opinion. 

 

 Write a letter in reply to an extract about the British being animal lovers. 

 

 A local café is advertising for part time staff. Write your letter of application. 
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3) Article  

Past Question: 

Write an article for your school magazine encouraging pupils to join the 

Drama Club and perform live on stage. 

(20 marks, 200 – 300 words) 

(30mins) 

 Spend 5 minutes planning 

 20 minutes writing  

 5 minutes checking your work 

 

 

Plan: 

 

Genre – Article Layout  

Do not waste time worrying about columns and pictures for articles. However, 

you should make sure you use headings and subheadings.  

 

Audience – Readers of the school magazine - Teenagers  

 

Purpose – Persuade 

 

1) Introduction  

         Say why you are writing and give your opinion. (Always answer the 

         question in the first paragraph). 

 

2) Idea 1 – Give your first example explaining why this is a good. 

 

3) Idea 2 - Give your second example explaining why this is a good idea. 

 

4) Idea 3 - Give your third example explaining why this is a good idea. 

 

5) Idea 4 – Give your fourth example explaining why this is a good idea. 

 

6) Conclusion – Remind them why you are writing and end appropriately. 
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Example of an Article  

(Layout- Do not waste time worrying about columns and pictures for articles. 

However, you should make sure you use headings and subheadings). 

 

(Heading)                                  Step into the Spotlight 

(Introduction) From singing to plate- spinning, performing live on stage is a test of 

nerves as well as talent, but overcoming the fear can boost self-esteem, improve co-

ordination and build resilience. Get ready to express yourself! Join our Drama Club and 

perform live on stage! 

Does the thought of performing live on stage fill your stomach with gently 

apprehensive butterflies or let’s - get - out - of - here flapping bats? It’s time to put 

this all to one side, because evidence shows that participation in the arts can help to 

boost self-esteem and help you to become the person you aspire to be. 

There are many reasons people fear stepping up as a performer including worry 

about lack of talent, shyness, concerns about forgetting lines or dance moves and even 

doubts that the performing arts are a worthwhile pursuit. Just remember, every 

performer of stage and screen and to start somewhere! Why don’t you start at Builth 

Wells High School’s Drama Club? Forget your fears and jump in! 

(Idea 1 – Sub Heading) Class Act 

Think about signing up for our lunchtime drama, singing or dance classes. We 

welcome beginners and experienced board treaders. We can help to provide you with 

access to performing arts and we will surround you with encouraging and supportive 

people. We can even help you with your first audition. BWHS Drama Club could be the 

beginning of your dream come true! 

(Idea 2 – Sub Heading) Individuality 

 Becoming involved in performing arts helps to build character. It is important to 

develop your own ability early on and learning how to express yourself through the arts 

is a perfect way to achieve this. Stand out from the crowd and become the person you 

aspire to be at BWHS Drama Club. 

(Idea 3 – Sub Heading) Stage Fright? 

  Fret no more about stage fright! If you find yourself almost paralysed by 

nerves before a performance, we will help you. We are a supportive group. We will 

teach you how to breathe away the nerves and relax. We will focus on the fun of 

performing and the enjoyment that you are providing to spectators. We will help you to 

let your true personality shine through! 
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(Idea 4 – Sub Heading) Reasons to perform 

  Step up to the stage – it’s fun! What is more, participation in the 

performing arts enhances self-esteem and self-confidence. Be a wall flower no longer! 

It also improves your communication and presentation skills, (can I bribe you with and 

A* in your GCSE English oral assessment?) 

(Conclusion) So join our Drama Club if you are ready to shine. We can help you to 

overcome shyness, self-doubt and fear. You will have a greater belief in yourself whilst 

improving your talent. You will have fun and make lifelong friends. 

We meet at 12.20 in the Drama Studio every lunch time. 

Take the first step to a confident future! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past Article Question: 

A magazine is running a series of articles about the latest trends in music, film, 

television, fashion. Choose one of the topics and write your article aimed at teenagers. 
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4) Review 

Past Question: 

Write a review of a TV programme, book, or a film for a teenage 

magazine. 

(20 marks, 200 – 300 words) 

(30mins) 

 Spend 5 minutes planning 

 20 minutes writing  

 5 minutes checking your work 

 

 
Plan: 

Genre – Review Layout  

Audience –Teenagers  

Purpose – Persuade 

 

Title of Film (Date released) 

 

Now showing at … 

Starring: 

Directed by: 

Genre: 

Rating: 

Duration: 

 

A review by … 

 

1) Synopsis / Summary of the plot (Don’t give spoilers. Write in the present 

tense) 

 

2) Idea 1 – Characters and the performance of the actors. Put the actors name in 

brackets next to his/her character’s name. 

 

3) Idea 2 – Special effects and setting. 

 

4) Idea 3 – Favourite elements and best moments. 

 

5) Idea 4 – Opinion and recommended age of viewers 

 

6) Conclusion – Star Rating  
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Example of a Film Review 

The Dark Knight Rises (2012) 

Now showing: Netflix 

Starring: Christian Bale, Tom Hardy, Anne Hathaway, and Joseph Gordon-Levitt 

Directed by: Christopher Nolan 

Genre: Thriller/Action  

Rated: 12R 

Duration: 2h 45m 

 

A Review by Dane Willis 

 

Synopsis: It has been eight years since Batman (Christian Bale) vanished into the night. 

Assuming responsibility for the death of Harvey Dent, Batman sacrificed everything for 

what he hoped would be the greater good. However, the arrival of a cunning cat burglar 

(Anne Hathaway) and a merciless terrorist named Bane (Tom Hardy) force Batman out 

of exile and into a battle he may not be able to win. 

 

(Idea 1 – Characters and performance of the actors) 

Christopher Nolan brings yet another adrenaline-filled, comic-inspired movie to the big 

screen.  We see all sorts of familiar faces this time around, but the audience is 

introduced to a few new characters as well. Nolan uses actors that have either 

appeared in previous Batman films, or in his blockbuster hit Inception, and all of them 

shine in their respective roles. 

 

Tom Hardy is almost unrecognizable in his Bane costume, while Joseph Gordon-Levitt, 

as Robin, gives an excellent performance and is obviously comfortable with Nolan’s 

directing style and the film’s dramatic tone.   

 

(Idea 2 – Special Effects and settings) 

In a spectacular opening, a plane used by the CIA to send terrorists to be interrogated 

is hijacked in mid-air by a larger aircraft. This intense action scene sees Bane (Tom 

Hardy), a muscular menace, wearing a half-mask containing a voice box and an analgesic 

device, released. This is a nail biting scene and is a thrilling introduction to the 

impressive swoopy action scenes and realistic computer generated images seen in the 

rest of the movie. 

 

(Idea 3 – Favourite elements and best moments) 

There are many dramatic and outstanding moments in this film. However, there is one 

stellar performance that really gives this reviewer reason to pause, and that is Anne 

Hathaway as Selina Kyle. She has historically been typecast as the girl next door, so it 

is a shock to watch her steal and fight her way through the City of Gotham. However, 

Hathaway portrays the darker Catwoman role brilliantly! The casting decision was a 

good one! 
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(Idea 4 – Opinion and recommended age of viewers) 

This film serves as great entertainment with its colourful cast and numerous plot 

twists. True to Nolan’s style, at 165 minutes, this film is fairly long, so younger viewers 

may struggle to sit through the whole film and they may find some scenes disturbing. 

Despite this, The Dark Knight Rises is exciting, creative, and dark—and well worth a 

few hours of your time. 

 

Rating:  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past Review Questions: 

 

 Write a review of a TV programme, book, or a film for a teenage magazine. 

 

 Write a review of a film, book, or music album for a teenage magazine.  
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5) Leaflet 

Past Question: 

Write a leaflet about a hobby or interest which you feel passionately 

about. 

(20 marks, 200 – 300 words) 

(30mins) 

 Spend 5 minutes planning 

 20 minutes writing  

 5 minutes checking your work 

 

 

 

Plan: 

 

Genre – Leaflet Layout  

Do not waste time worrying about columns and pictures for leaflets. However, 

you should make sure you use headings and subheadings, numbered lists and 

bullet pointed lists. 

 

Audience – Teenagers  

 

Purpose – Persuade 

 

1) Introduction  

         Say why you are writing and give your opinion. (Always answer the 

         question in the first paragraph). 

 

2) Idea 1 – (Sub Heading) 

 

3) Idea 2 – (Sub Heading) 

 

4) Idea 3 – (Sub Heading) 

 

5) Idea 4 – (Must include contact details) 

 

6) Conclusion – Remind them why you are writing and end appropriately. 
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Example of a Leaflet 

 

(Headline)            Chicken Keeping, Give it a Go! 

 

 

Picture of a young girl smiling as she holds a fluffy yellow chick 

 

 

 

(Introduction) 

The new “in” hobby is chicken keeping. Up and down the country, the number of people 

owning chickens has tripled in just 5 years! Staggeringly over 2 in 10 households now 

own at least two chickens. Are you thinking, “It’s not for me?” or “That sounds like hard 

work?” Well think again! 

 

Chicken keeping is now seen as fashionable and lots of different people from young to 

old; from solicitors to refuse collectors are keeping chickens and ENJOYING doing it! 

Chickens are a constant source of amusement with their funny antics and they also 

provide your family with a constant supply of fresh eggs. Above all, they are EASY to 

keep! Here is everything you need to know about the hobby to get you started: 

 

(Idea 1 - Sub Heading) What you will need 

 

 

Picture of a luxury chicken coop with a secure run and a plump, attractive hen. 

 

 

Keeping a few chickens in the back yard really is quite straight forward. You will need: 

1) Chickens – I would recommend a hybrid hen because they are good layers. 

2) A chicken coop which is a suitable size for the number of chickens you intend to 

keep and also a secure run, or area that is predator proof. 

3) Poultry Shield detergent for killing bacteria. 

4) Red mite powder for treating hens and coops. 

5) Food and water. Get your feed from your chicken breeder. 

And now you are good to go! 

 

(Idea 2 – Sub heading) Caring for your Chickens 

 You will need to feed your hens once a day with suitable grain which can be 

bought cheaply from your chicken breeder, or from mainstream pet 

suppliers, Pets at Home. 

 Your hens must have access to fresh water every day. 

 You will need to treat your hens once a month with Red mite to prevent 

irritation from lice and mites. 
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(Idea 3 – Sub Heading) Benefits 

 Cheerful chickens will lay a fresh egg for you everyday! 

 They will amuse you with their funny antics. 

 Chicken love to eat bugs! Slimy slugs and snails are their favourite snack. 

 Chicken droppings make a brilliant fertiliser.  

 Keeping chickens is easy. Once you get into the routine and swing of keeping 

chickens you will realise just how easy and enjoyable it is. 

(Idea 4 – Sub Heading) Responsible Chicken Ownership 

There are lots of organisations which can help you to keep your chickens responsibly. 

You can seek advice from the following places: 

 Chick Welfare 017920556644 

           www.ChickenWelfare.org 

 Pekin Conservation 017920545454 

 Pet Keepers Society 017920535353 

www.PetKeepersSociety.org  

 

(Conclusion) 

Enjoy your new hobby! Before you know it, you will be hooked just like me! 

 

Picture of a grinning teenager enjoying a fried egg breakfast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Past Leaflet Questions: 

 

 Write a leaflet to advertise a tourist attraction in your area. 

 

 Your local council is putting together a guide for visitors to your area. Your task 

is to write sections under the titles. What to see / what to do / where to eat. 

 

 You have been asked to produce a leaflet to persuade people in your area to be 

more careful about litter and waste. Write your leaflet. 

http://www.chickenwelfare.org/
http://www.petkeeperssociety.org/
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6) Report 

A report is a piece of writing which aims to give information in an impartial 

(fair) way about a particular topic. 

Past Question: 

Write a report for the Governors of your school on the strengths and 

weaknesses of the facilities at Builth Wells High School. 

(20 marks, 200 – 300 words) 

(30mins) 

 Spend 5 minutes planning 

 20 minutes writing  

 5 minutes checking your work 

 

 

 
Plan: 

 

Genre – Report Layout. 

Audience – Governors of school. Reports are FORMAL.  

Purpose – Give advice and suggest possible solutions. 

 

From: (E.g. Year 11 School Council Committee) 

 

To: (E.G. School Governors of Builth Wells High School) 

 

1) Purpose- In your title, give the purpose of the Report and underline it. 

 

2) Idea 1 – (Sub Heading) Positives followed by negatives. 

 

3) Idea 2 – (Sub Heading) Positives followed by negatives. 

 

4) Idea 3 – (Sub Heading) Positives followed by negatives. 

 

5) Idea 4 – (Sub Heading) Positives followed by negatives. 

 

6) Recommendations: (Bullet points) 

 1st recommendation 

 2nd recommendation 

 3rd recommendation 

 4th recommendation 
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Example of a Report: 

From: Year 11 School Council Committee 

To: School Governors of Builth Wells High School 

(Purpose) 

A report for the Governors of Builth Wells High School on the Strengths and 

Weaknesses of the School. 

 

(Idea 1) 

Sports Facilities 

The Sports facilities at Builth Wells High School (BWHS) are of a relatively high 

standard. There is a swimming pool, a full size rugby pitch, an athletics track and 

squash courts. However, the astro-turf is not of a high quality. It is located near the 

river and as a consequence suffers from regular flooding. 

 

(Idea 2) 

Toilets 

There is a sufficient amount of toilets to cater for the number of pupils who use these 

facilities. However, toilets at BWHS are of a poor standard. The walls have been 

plastered with unnecessary graffiti. Also, barely any of the toilets flush properly, 

resulting in poor hygiene and unpleasant odours within the facilities. 

 

(Idea 3) 

Canteen 

The canteen at BWHS is of a high standard. There is a state of the art cashless 

system installed. The food offered is freshly prepared and healthy. However, the 

canteen is very over-crowded at lunch time. This causes the lunch hour to overrun into 

lesson time and disrupts learning. 

 

(Idea 4) 

The School Grounds 

BWHS is located on particularly attractive rural grounds, near the River Wye. It is well 

cared for by the two groundsmen. There is plenty of accessible outdoor space used for 
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outdoor learning. However, the grounds are easily accessed by the public and this may 

lead to security issues. 

 

Recommendations 

 Provide a flood barrier to avoid further flood damage to the astro-turf. 

 Repair damaged toilets and clean them regularly. 

 Provide a picnic area to enable students to eat outside of the canteen. 

 Man areas that are easily accessed by the public; or cordon them off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past Report Question: 

Your local County Council has just received a grant of one million pounds to spend on the 

local area. Write a report outlining those areas which might benefit from this grant. 
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7) Speech 

Past Question: 

Write a speech to your class arguing that video games ARE or ARE Not bad for 

your health. 

(20 marks, 200 – 300 words) 

(30mins) 

 Spend 5 minutes planning 

 20 minutes writing  

 5 minutes checking your work 

 

 

Plan: 

 

Genre – Speech 

Audience – Peers / classmates. However, remember to use a formal tone. It is 

not appropriate to use slang. 

Purpose – Argue 

 

Decide which statement you agree with. Choose one side of the argument and  

only write about that. 

 

1) Introduction - Begin with a welcome to your audience. (Always answer the 

                         question in the first paragraph). 

 

2) Idea 1 – Give your first example and explanation. 

 

3) Idea 2 - Give your second example and explanation. 

 

4) Idea 3 - Give your third example and explanation. 

 

5) Idea 4 – Give your fourth example and explanation. 

 

6) Conclusion – Remind them why you are speaking and end appropriately. 
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Example of a Speech: 

(Title – make your side of the argument clear) 

Video Games are not harmful to your health! 

(Introduction) Ladies and Gentlemen, picture the scene you are playing your favourite 

game on your Xbox, play station or even Nintendo when your parents walk in and give 

you the same old lie "Video games are harmful to your health". In my short lifetime, I 

have heard this statement too many times. Therefore, I have taken it upon myself to 

dispel this myth. 

(Idea 1) Before I continue, I must clarify that too much of anything is bad for you. 

Even water toxicity exists, although this is more common in athletes than gamers! In 

other words, I do not condone being on your console for hours upon hours, as time 

outdoors is essential to a healthy life style. However, studies have shown that playing 

30 minutes of video games a day, increases grey matter in the areas of the brain 

focused on memory, strategic planning and fine motor skills. This means these games 

are great therapies for illnesses of the brain. 

Furthermore, action games have been shown to enhance attention to detail. People who 

play for 5-10 hours a week perform 80% better overall in problem solving, than their 

non-playing counterparts. In addition to this, small studies have shown that dyslexic 

children who play video games could read faster and more accurately than dyslexic 

children who do not play. Parents should encourage these children to play! Don’t you 

agree? 

Gamers are better at spotting fine contrasts which is one of the first things to 

diminish with age. Interestingly, brain teasing video games have been shown to slow the 

aging process by up to 7 years. Am I convincing you, yet? 

(Idea 2) You may say that you shouldn’t use video games in your day to day life, but I 

believe you should because they are beneficial to our lives. For example, many 

Youtubers, who are young people like yourselves are making a living from posting videos 

of themselves playing video games. A benefit of this is that they bring in revenue when 

people watch.  

(Idea 3) Also, what if I was to tell you that video games could help you become the 

next surgeon? I'm sure you wouldn’t believe me, but it is true! Many operations are now 

being carried out by a controller resembling an Xbox or PlayStation, so many surgeons 

train by playing games on these types of consoles. If only being a surgeon was as easy 

as playing FIFA! 

(Idea 4) During my research I have come across many arguments stating that violent 

video games can lead to violent behaviours in children. Unless the people who make 

these tiresome arguments only watch animated Disney films, I think it's safe to say 
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that this is an unfair statement as nearly all films have some sort of violence, yet we do 

not hear this argument with regard to them.  In my experience, I have never come 

across a game that made me want to harm anyone, unless you count kicking my sister 

after a heated race on Mario cart! But all in all, I think I'm sane! 

(Conclusion) Ladies and gentlemen, I hope my speech today has succeeded in persuading 

you to change your view on video games and I would like to thank you all for listening so 

attentively. I hope that I gave you something to think about, now go and enjoy your 

newest game and reap the benefits of gaming!!! 

Thankyou. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past Question: 

Write a speech to your class, FOR or AGAINST being a vegetarian. 
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Speech – Radio Phone-in 

As well as formal speeches, you can also be asked to write for a radio phone in. These 

are programmes on the radio when the presenter introduces a topic and invites the 

listeners to phone in with your opinion. 

This is exactly the same as a speech, however, it is informal.  

 

 

How to show that this is informal: 

Model introduction 

Hi John! Thanks for having me on your programme. I’m a great fan, by the way. I listen 

every morning. 

I’ve been thinking about the topic of raising the legal age for drinking alcohol and I’d 

like to share my opinions with you… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past Question 

Your local radio station is discussing raising the legal age for drinking alcohol to 21. 

Phone in and give your opinion FOR or AGAINST raising the age of drinking alcohol to 

21. 


