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A Message from the Headteacher 
A message from the Headteacher 
As you near the end of your compulsory education it is important to consider the 
options available to you as you continue along your Learning Pathway. Joining the 
Sixth Form is a new and exciting phase in your lives. You have been given a 
foundation in a wide range of subject areas and now have the opportunity to build on 
this knowledge and extend your experience in areas that interest you. This booklet 
explains the different courses available in the Sixth Form at Ysgol Calon Cymru and 
partner schools, together with where and what they can lead to.  
  
Ysgol Calon Cymru offers a range of Level 3, A level and BTEC courses in the Sixth Form. 
We are pleased to accept students with a range of abilities. Prospective students are 
expected to demonstrate a determined attitude to work hard in lessons and during study 
periods, and a willingness to make the most of the courses and opportunities offered. 
  
We will strive to ensure that students succeed in their chosen options and will support you in 
choosing the most appropriate subjects that reflect your skills and aspirations. It is important 
that you choose subjects that play to your strengths and your interests: a student who thrives 
is a student who has chosen well. 
  
Many of you will have started to reflect on possible future careers while for others, career 
intentions will not yet be certain or will change. However, for all of you, the choices you make 
now will affect the subject choices you make at eighteen and beyond: they will provide the 
springboard for your future educational and career opportunities.  
  
We value the partnership that exists between you, your parents/carers and the school as we 
feel that it is instrumental in ensuring that you commit yourself, wholeheartedly, to the hard 
work that will enable you to successfully meet the challenges of Sixth Form study. 
  
Within this booklet, you will find descriptions of the option choices. There are of course a 
variety of reasons why a particular subject might be chosen and it is important that students 
seek the advice of senior staff and their teachers when choosing their options. 
  
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you every success in your forthcoming GCSE 
examinations and to wish you all well, whether you choose to return to the Sixth Form at 
Ysgol Calon Cymru or if you follow a different pathway. I look forward to meeting you and 
answering any questions that you may have at the Sixth Form Options Information Evenings.  
 
 
Ionwen Spowage 
Headteacher 
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Art and Design 
Why study Art and Design? 
You should consider studying Art and Design at AS and A Level if you are 
creative, hardworking and passionate about Art. Art and Design always includes 
some form of drawing, but allows you to specialise if you wish in photography, 
textiles, 3D design, graphic design or fine art. There is also a popular general 
course of Art, Craft and Design if you are somebody who likes to work using a 
variety of media and techniques. 
 
The Art and Design course is entirely coursework based, which allows you to 
explore ideas, working on your own choice of theme, trying out different 
techniques and media and working on your skills. Art and Design is useful for a 
wide variety of careers such as curating, teaching and lecturing, designing, 
advertising, media work, web design, graphics, photography, fashion and textiles, 
art history, product design. 

Details of Assessment 
AS 
AS Unit 1 - Personal Creative Enquiry Non-Exam Assessment 40% of overall 
A Level qualification. 
An extended, exploratory project/portfolio and outcome/s based on themes and 
subject matter which are personal and meaningful to the learner. The Enquiry 
must integrate critical, practical and theoretical work. Both the practical/theoretical 
work and the written element will be assessed together using the assessment 
objectives. Learners will be required to select, evaluate and present their work for 
assessment. 
 
A2 
A2 Unit 2 - Personal Investigation Non-Exam Assessment 36% of overall A 
Level qualification. 
Consists of two integrated constituent parts: 

1. A major in-depth critical, practical and theoretical investigative 
project/portfolio and outcome/s based on themes and subject matter that 
have personal significance. 

2. An extended written element of 1000 words minimum, which may contain 
images and texts and must clearly relate to practical and theoretical work 
using an appropriate working vocabulary and specialist terminology. 

 
A2 Unit 3 - Externally Set Assignment Non-Exam Assessment 24% of 
qualification. 
Consists of two parts: 

1. Part 1: Preparatory study period. 
The externally set assignment materials are to be released to learners from 
1 February (in the second year of the course) and will consist of a series of 
visual and written stimuli, which are to be presented to the learner at the 
start of the preparatory study period. 
One of the stimuli is to be selected by the learner and used as a starting 
point from which to elicit a personal response. 
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Responses are developed during the preparatory study period. They should 
take the form of critical, practical and theoretical preparatory 
work/supporting studies which inform the resolution of ideas in the 15 hours 
sustained focus study. 
Start and finish dates of the preparatory study period are to be determined 
by the centre, taking into account the May deadline for the submission of 
internally assessed marks to WJEC. 

 
2. Part 2: 15-hour period of sustained focus work. 

The resolution of learners’ ideas from the preparatory work must be 
completed during the designated 15 hours and they must show how their 
planning relates to the outcome/s. 
The period of sustained focus work must be completed under supervised 
conditions. 
Centres determine the scheduling of the supervised sustained focus 
sessions, taking into account the May deadline for the submission of 
internally assessed marks to WJEC.  

Brief details of the content of the course 
AS/A Level Art and Design requires learners to develop the skills to ‘record 
experiences and observations, in a variety of ways using drawing or other 
appropriate visual forms; undertake research; and gather, select and organise 
visual and other appropriate information’. This focus should encourage learners to 
appreciate the significance of drawing in the widest sense by recognising and 
reviewing how it feeds the creative process across disciplines. 

Additional Information 
Normally a minimum of a C grade at GCSE Art is required. However, students 
have been successful even if they did not follow the GCSE Art course. 
 
Pupils have also studied Art Photography as an option within Art & Design on the 
Builth campus. Art Photography follows the same layout as the above Art, Craft 
and Design course structure. 
 
For further information, please contact: Mr R Bennett or Miss K Vaughan 
(Llandrindod Campus) or Mrs H Flaherty (Builth Wells Campus). 
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Biology 
Why study Biology? 
Biology provides a wide breadth of knowledge which touches on many varied 
aspects of a range of topics. These include the internal workings of organisms in 
physiology and the interdependence of living things in ecology. Social issues, 
including human influence on the environment and the ethical considerations of 
genetics are also considered. The study of Biology encourages an appreciation of 
these issues and their implications as well as providing an insight into the living 
world. 
 
This course provides an excellent opportunity for students to progress in their 
learning of biology and preparation for courses and employment in the related 
fields of medicine, health, environment, sports science, forensics, agriculture and 
biotechnology, for example. 

Details of Assessment 
AS Course 

 Unit 1: External Examination, 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of AS grade (20% 
final A2 grade) 

 Unit 2: External Examination, 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of AS grade (20% 
final A2 grade) 

 
A2 Course 

 Unit 3: External Examination, 2 hours, 25% final A2 grade 

 Unit 4: External Examination, 2 hours, 25% final A2 grade 
 Unit 5: Practical Examination, 10% final A2 grade 

Brief details of the content of the course 
Unit 1: Basic Biochemistry and Cell Organisation. This unit incorporates the 
biochemistry and structure which is fundamental to the functioning of living 
organisms: structure and function of biological compounds and enzymes; basic 
cell structure and organisation; cell membranes; membrane structure. 
 
Unit 2: Biodiversity and Physiology of Body Systems.  The unit is intended as an 
overview of a variety of organisms with the emphasis on the comparative 
adaptations. Adaptations to gas exchange, transport, nutrition and parasitism are 
considered. 
 
Unit 3: Energy, Homeostasis and the Environment. This unit involves the study of 
energy supply in living organisms along with microbiology and populations, 
homeostasis and nervous system. 
 
Unit 4: Variation, Inheritance and Options. This unit involves the study of sexual 
reproduction, variation and evolution plus genetics and its applications. There is an 
option to choose between: Immunology and disease, human musculoskeletal 
anatomy or neurobiology and behaviour. 
 
Unit 5: Practical Assessment. 
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Gwybodaeth Ychwanegol 
Dylai fod gan fyfyrwyr radd C Gwyddoniaeth a Gwyddoniaeth Ychwanegol TGAU. 
Hefyd, dylai fod gan fyfyrwyr ddealltwriaeth dda mewn Mathemateg (gradd C o 
ddewis). 
 
Am ragor o wybodaeth, cysylltwch â Mrs D Chester (Campws Llandrindod) neu 
Mrs K Davies (Campws Llanfair ym Muallt). 
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Chemistry 
Why study Chemistry? 
In this course, you will be using experiments to help you understand how and why 
chemical reactions occur. You will learn about the measurements that chemists 
make and the accuracy that is required if a process is to be correctly understood in 
great enough detail. By the end of the course, you should have a greater 
appreciation of the role of chemistry, the contribution it makes to society and how it 
can give you a Twenty First Century understanding of long held scientific 
principles and ideas. 
  
Chemistry is a popular choice for those who are looking to progress to degrees 
and employment in medicine, health, environment, sports science, forensics, 
agriculture and biotechnology. Chemistry also allows students to further develop 
transferable skills in literacy, numeracy and problem solving. Chemistry is also 
popular with students who are following history, languages and geography 
because of these transferable skills. 

Details of Assessment 
AS Course 

 Unit 1: External Examination, 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of AS grade (20% 
final A2 grade) 

 Unit 2: External Examination, 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of AS grade (20% 
final A2 grade) 

A2 Course 

 Unit 3: External Examination, 2 hours, 25% final A2 grade 

 Unit 4: External Examination, 2 hours, 25% final A2 grade 

 Unit 5: Practical Examination, 10% final A2 grade 

Brief details of the content of the course  
AS Chemistry Year 12 – Two units 

 Unit 1: The language of chemistry, Structure of Matter and Simple 
Reactions, including atomic structure, chemical calculations, bonding and 
the Periodic Table. 

 Unit 2: Energy, Rate and Chemistry of Carbon Compounds, including 
thermochemistry, rates of reactions, organic chemistry and instrumental 
analysis. 

A2 Chemistry Year 13 – Three Further Units 

 Unit 3: Physical and Inorganic Chemistry, including redox reactions, p-block 
and d-block elements, feasibility of reactions and acid-base equilibria. 

 Unit 4: Organic Chemistry and Analysis, including alcohols and phenols, 
aldehydes and ketones, amines and organic synthesis. 

 Unit 5: Practical Examination 

Additional Information 
Learners are expected to have studied GCSE Science and Additional Science and 
should have attained a minimum of grade CC. Learners will need to have an 
enquiring mind, systematic approach and be competent in mathematics. 
 
For further information, please contact Mrs D Chester or Mr K Davies (Llandrindod 
Campus) or Mrs K Davies (Builth Wells Campus). 
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Computer Science 
Why study Computer Science? 
The AS and A2 Level courses in Computer Science aim to encourage students to 
develop a broad range of skills and knowledge of Computing as a basis for 
progression into further learning, including progression form AS to A2, and/or 
employment in computer-related fields. 

Details of Assessment 

 
 

Unit 
  

Unit Title 
  

AS 
Weighting 

A2 
Weighting 

Exam 
Duration 

Unit 1 Fundamentals of Computer Science 
Written examination: 

62.5% 25% 2 hours 

Unit 2 Practical Programming to Solve Problems 
On-screen examination 

37.5% 15% 2 hour 

Unit 3 Programming and System Development 
Written examination 

  20% 2 hours 

Unit 4 Computer Architecture, Data, 
Communication and Applications 
Written examination 

  20% 2 hour 

Unit 5 Programmed Solution to a Problem 
Non-exam assessment 

  20%   

Brief details of the content of the course 
Computer Science encourages candidates to develop: 

 the capacity for thinking creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and 
critically; 

 an understanding of the organisation of computer systems including 
software, hardware, data, communications and people; 

 the ability to apply skills, knowledge and understanding of computing, 
including programming, in a range of contexts to solve problems; 

 project time and management skills; 

 the capacity to see relationships between different aspects of the subject 
and perceive their field of study in a broader perspective; 

 an understanding of the consequences of uses of computing, including 
social, legal, ethical and other issues; 

 an awareness of the emerging technologies and an appreciation of their 
potential impact on society; 

 their programming skills through emerging programming techniques. 

Additional Information 
This contemporary course offers essential skills for the modern workplace. 
 
For further information, please contact Miss S Cuthbertson (Builth Wells Campus). 
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CoPE 
Certificate of Personal Effectiveness 

Why study CoPE? 
The Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE) is a substantial, nationally 
recognised Level 3 qualification in skills development. It enables students to 
practise, develop and demonstrate six important skills that are required for 
success in higher education, training or employment: teamwork, problem solving, 
discussion, research, oral presentation and self-management. 
 
CoPE Level 3 is worth 16 UCAS points (comparable to an B grade at AS Level). 

Details of Assessment 
There are no examinations. Students build a portfolio of evidence to show how 
they have practised and developed the six skills while completing a selection of 
activities from the CoPE student book. 

Brief details of the content of the course 
Each activity can take 20, 30 or 50 hours to complete and the qualification as a 
whole takes approximately 150 guided learning hours. Activities are chosen from 
the following modules: 

 Active Citizenship 

 Work Related Activities 

 Career Planning 

 Global Awareness 

 Enrichment Activities 

 Extended Project 
 
There are a wide variety of activities available, from carrying out a detailed 
research project or taking on a leadership role to work experience, volunteering 
placements and overseas expeditions. 

Additional Information 
For further information, please contact Mrs M Kennedy (Builth Wells Campus). 
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Welsh First Language 
Why Welsh First Language?  
This is a modern course that offers skills essential for the modern workplace, film 
studies and creative journalism as well as focussing on more traditional subjects 
like the Mabinogion and the poetry of Dafydd ap Gwilym.  

Details of Assessment 
The AS course (40% of the whole A-Level):  
Unit 1 - Oral Examination – 15% - Film studies & Study of a Play and examined 
through an external Oracy exam. 
 
Unit 2 - Non-Examination Assessment - 10% -  

 Section A: Write an extended piece in one of the specified formats 

 Section B: An essay or written speech, suitable for delivery, presenting an 
opinion or viewpoint 

  
Unit 3 - Written Paper – 15% - The Use of Language, and Poetry 
 
The A2 course (60% of the whole A-Level):  
Unit 4 -Oral Examination – 20% - The Novel and Oracy 
Unit 5 –Written Paper 20% -Medieval Prose and Early and Medieval Poetry 
Unit 6 -Written Paper 20% -Appreciation of Literature and Welsh Language in 
Context  

Brief details of the content of the course 
AS 
AS Unit 1 - The Film, The Play and Oracy 

 Section A: Film ‘Hedd Wyn’ – Discussion. 

 Section B: Play ‘Siwan’ – Oral Discussion. 
 
AS Unit 2 

 Section A: Write an extended piece in one of the specified formats 

 Section B: An essay or written speech, suitable for delivery, presenting an 
opinion or viewpoint. 

 
AS Unit 3 - The Use of Language, and Poetry  

 Section A: A composite question which includes different types of linguistic 
exercises 

 Section B: An essay question on twentieth and twenty-first century poetry 
 
A2 
A2 Unit 4 - The Novel and Oracy 
Discuss a novel and establish links with other relevant texts (plus Synoptic 
Assessment). 
 
A2 Unit 5 - Medieval Prose and Early and Medieval Poetry 

 Section A: Rhyddiaith yr Oesoedd Canol Structured questions on the 
prescribed text. 

 Section B: Yr Hengerdd a’r Cywyddau Structured questions on the 
prescribed text plus Synoptic Assessment. 
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A2 Unit 6 - Appreciation of Literature and Welsh Language in Context 

 Section A: Appreciation of prose or poetry not previously studied and 
making connections with other relevant texts in an essay. 

 Section B: Welsh Language in context (journalism). 

Additional Information 
For further information, please contact Mr S Mason or Miss N Macmillan (Builth 
Wells Campus). 
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Design Technolgy 
This course may be studied through the medium of Welsh 

Why study Design Technology? 
Design and Technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject which 
encourages learners to use creativity and imagination when applying iterative 
design processes to develop and modify designs, and to design and make 
prototypes that solve real world problems, considering their own and others’ 
needs, wants, aspirations and values. 
 
The course enables learners to identify market needs and opportunities for new 
products, initiate and develop design solutions, and make and test prototypes. 
Learners should acquire subject knowledge in design and technology, including 
how a product can be developed through the stages of prototyping, realisation and 
commercial manufacture. Learners should consider small and large commercial / 
manufacturing contexts and gain an insight into design and technology activity in 
the creative industries. 

Details of Assessment 
AS (2 units) 
AS Unit 1: Written paper 1 Written examination: 2 hours 20% of qualification 
The examination includes a mix of structured and extended writing questions 
assessing learners' knowledge and understanding of: technical principles, 
designing and making principles along with their ability to analyse and evaluate 
design decisions and wider issues in design and technology. 
  
AS Unit 2: Design and make task Non-exam assessment: approximately 40 
hours 20% of qualification 
A design and make task, based on a brief developed by the candidate, assessing 
the candidate's ability to: identify, investigate and outline design possibilities, 
design and make prototypes, analyse and evaluate design decisions and wider 
issues in design and technology. 
 
A2 Unit 3: Written paper 2 Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes 30% of 
qualification 
Learners take a single examination which includes a mix of structured and 
extended writing questions assessing learners' knowledge and understanding of: 
technical principles, designing and making principles along with their ability to 
analyse and evaluate design decisions and wider issues in design and technology. 
 
A2 Unit 4: Design and make project Non-exam assessment: approximately 
60 hours 30% of qualification 
A sustained design and make project, based on a brief developed by the 
candidate, assessing the candidate's ability to: identify, investigate and outline 
design possibilities, design and make prototypes and to analyse and evaluate 
design decisions and wider issues in design and technology. 
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Brief details of the content of the course 
Design and make task 
Learners are required to complete one design and make task, based on a design 
brief developed by the learner. Approximately 40 hours should be devoted to this 
task. 
 
Design and make project 
Learners are required to complete one sustained design and make project, based 
on a design brief developed by the learner. Approximately 60 hours should be 
devoted to this project. 
 
In completing the design and make task and the design and make project, the 
learner will be required to produce the following evidence: a design brief 
developed by the learner, a final prototype (or prototypes) based on that design 
brief, and additional evidence as necessary, including an A3 design portfolio. 

Additional Information 
For further information, please contact Miss S Cuthbertson (Builth Wells Campus). 
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Drama 
Why study Drama? 
Studying drama requires emotional maturity, and gives students a deep 
understanding of themselves. Because it involves using not only their voices and 
bodies, but also emotions and creativity, it is able to engender a deep sense of 
self-esteem. It is also a subject that requires a great deal of peer trust, and so it 
plays an important role in teaching communication, listening and empathy skills. 
 
The skills that are learnt by studying drama are invaluable in later life. For 
example, being able to speak and present confidently in front of people, and the 
skill of planning that is required in any production, are useful in many careers. 
Drama can be a good basis for a career not only in the theatre, but also in 
advertising, the film industry and even in events planning, among many others. 

Details of Assessment 
AS 
Unit 1 – Theatre Workshop – Performance (24%) 
Unit 2 – Text in Theatre – Written examination (16%) 
 
A2 
Unit 3 – Text in Action - Performance (36%) 
Unit 4 – Text in Performance – Written examination (24%) 
 

Brief details of the content of the course  
AS Unit 1: Theatre Workshop 
Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of 
theatre based on a reinterpretation of an extract from a text chosen from a list 
supplied by WJEC. The piece must be developed using the techniques and 
working methods of either an influential theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre 
company. 
 
AS Unit 2: Text in Theatre 
Open book: Clean copies (no annotation) of the complete text chosen must be 
taken into the examination. A series of questions based on a performance text. 
 
A2 Unit 3: Text in Action 
Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of two pieces 
of theatre based on a stimulus supplied by WJEC: 

 A devised piece using the techniques and working methods of either an 
influential theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre company. 

 An extract from a text in a different style chosen by the learner. 
 
Learners must realise their performance live for the visiting examiner. 
 
A2 Unit 4: Text in Performance 
Open book: Clean copies of two complete texts chosen must be taken into the 
examination. 

Additional Information 
For further information, please contact R Lewis (Builth Wells Campus). 
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English Language and Literature 
Why study English Language and Literature? 
Gaining an AS/A level in English Language and Literature will enhance your 
knowledge of the literary heritage and provide you with excellent communication 
skills. The study of English Language and Literature will complement further 
education and employment. 
 
The course will develop your ability to write clearly and effectively when analysing 
both fiction and non-fiction texts. You will be given opportunities to produce your 
own creative and transactional writing. You will study language elements closely, 
including the analysis of spoken texts and parts of speech, grammar, etc. 

Details of Assessment 
AS Unit 1 - Comparative Analysis and Creative Writing - Written examination: 
2 hours 

 Section A: Comparative analysis of poetry and unseen text 
One question requiring a comparative analysis of one poem from the WJEC 
English Language and Literature Pre-1914 Poetry Anthology and an 
unseen text from a choice of two, one of which will be a spoken text (for 
example, a political speech, excerpt from a radio broadcast, etc.). 

 Section B: Creative writing and commentary 
One question presented in three parts comprising two writing tasks, one of 
which will require a text written to be spoken (for example, a monologue for 
the stage, a television documentary, etc.), and a commentary. 

 
AS Unit 2 - Drama and Non-literary Text Study (open-book, clean copy) - Written 
examination: 2 hours 
Section A: Post-1900 drama 
One two-part question based on the reading of one of the following plays, chosen by the 
course teacher: 

o Tennessee Williams: A Streetcar Named Desire (Penguin Modern 
Classics) 

o Peter Shaffer: Amadeus (Penguin Modern Classics) 
o Marc Norman and Tom Stoppard: Shakespeare in Love (Faber) 
o Edward Albee: Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (Vintage Classics) 
o Diane Samuels: Kindertransport (Nick Hern Books) 

 
Section B: Non-literary text study 
One question based on the study of one of the following non-literary prose texts, chosen 
by the course teacher: 

o Truman Capote: In Cold Blood (Penguin Modern Classics) 
o David Eggers: A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius (Picador) 
o Robert Minhinnick: Watching The Fire-Eater (Seren) 
o George Orwell: Down and Out in Paris and London (Penguin Modern 

Classics) 
o Andrea Ashworth: Once in a House on Fire (Picador) 

 
 
 
A2 Unit 3- Shakespeare (closed-book) - Written examination: 2 hours 
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Candidates must study one of the following Shakespeare plays, chosen by the course 
teacher: 

o Antony and Cleopatra 
o King Lear 
o Much Ado About Nothing 
o Othello 
o The Tempest 

 
A2 Unit 4 
Unseen Texts and Prose Study (open-book, clean copy) - Written examination: 2 
hours 
Section A: Unseen texts 
One question requiring comparative analysis of three unseen texts, one of which will be 
spoken language. 
Section B: Prose study 
One question based on the reading of one prose text from the following list, chosen by the 
course teacher: 

o Margaret Atwood: The Handmaid’s Tale (Vintage) 
o Jane Austen: Emma (Penguin Classics) 
o Charles Dickens: Great Expectations (Penguin Classics) 
o Thomas Hardy: Tess of the D’Urbervilles (Penguin Classics) 
o Alice Walker: The Color Purple (The Women’s Press) 

 
A2 Unit 5 
Critical and Creative Genre Study - Non-examination assessment: 2500-3500 words 
Section A: Genre study 
A critical and sustained study of a prose genre.  Learners are required to submit a 1500-
2000-word study based on the reading of a prose text (selected from a prescribed list) and 
related wider reading from one of the following literary/non-literary prose genres, as 
chosen by the course teacher: 

o Gothic, science fiction, romance, dystopia, crime, satire/comedy, 
historical fiction, war/conflict, adventure/journeys, life-writing, 
journalism, travel, identity/the outsider. 

 
Section B: Related creative writing 
One original writing assignment linked to the genre studied for Section A. 
Learners will produce one piece of original writing of approximately 1000-1500 words. 
This piece of writing must be in the same genre as that studied in Section A and must be 
informed by the research and study completed for Section A. 

Additional Information 
It is recommended that students have at least a Grade B in English and English 
Literature at GCSE to be successful in this course. 
 
For further information, please contact Mrs A Nicholls (Builth Wells/Llandrindod 
Campus). 
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English Literature 
Why study English? 

You should study English Literature first and foremost for enjoyment. The 
exploration of challenging texts and associated material will provide you with a 
broad general knowledge, promote analytical and communication skills and 
develop the ability to make independent, reasoned judgements. All these are 
transferable skills, which are applicable to many careers such as law, advertising, 
media, journalism, publishing, civil service, teaching, management and the theatre. 
 
Through the study of Literature, not only is there the potential to enrich your own 
imaginative and emotional life but also develop an awareness of the lives and 
experiences of others. We also believe that you will discover a pleasure in thinking 
critically about language and further your ability to write stylishly and accurately. 

Details of Assessment 
AS Unit 1 – Prose and Drama. 
Written examination: 2 hours. 20% of qualification 
One two-part question based on the reading of one of the following novels, chosen 
by the course teacher: 

o Jane Austen Sense and Sensibility (Penguin Classics) 
o Charlotte Brontë Jane Eyre (Penguin Classics) 
o Elizabeth Gaskell North and South (Penguin Classics) 
o Charles Dickens David Copperfield (Penguin Classics) 
o Thomas Hardy The Mayor of Casterbridge (Penguin Classics) 

 
One two-part question based on the reading of one of the following plays, chosen 
by the course teacher: 

o Christopher Marlowe Doctor Faustus (Longman) 
o Oscar Wilde Lady Windermere’s Fan (New Mermaids) 
o Tennessee Williams A Streetcar Named Desire (Penguin) 
o Caryl Churchill Top Girls (Methuen) 
o Joe Orton Loot (Methuen) 

 
AS Unit 2 – Poetry Post-1900. 
Written Examination: 2 hours. 20% of qualification. 
For this unit learners are required to read two paired poetry texts from the list 
below, to be chosen by the course teacher: 

o D H Lawrence: Selected Poems (Penguin Classics, edited by James 
Fenton) & 

o Gillian Clarke: Making the Beds for the Dead (Carcanet) 
o Ted Hughes: cerdi a ddewiswyd gan Simon Armitage (Faber) a 

Sylvia Plath: cerddi a ddewiswyd gan Ted Hughes (Faber) 
o Philip Larkin: The Whitsun Weddings (Faber) a Carol Ann Duffy: 

Mean Time (Picador) 
o Seamus Heaney: Field Work (Faber) ac Owen Sheers: Skirrid Hill 

(Seren) 
 
 
A2 Unit 3 – Poetry Pre -1900 and Unseen Poetry. 
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Written Examination: 2 hours. 20% of qualification. 
Section A:  One two-part question based on the reading of one of the following 
poets, chosen by the course teacher: 

o Geoffrey Chaucer: The Merchant’s Prologue and Tale (Cambridge) 
o John Donne: Selected Poems (Penguin Classics) 
o John Milton: Paradise Lost Book IX (Oxford) 
o John Keats: Selected Poems (Penguin Classics) 
o Christina Rossetti: Selected Poems (Penguin Classics) 

 
Section B: Unseen poetry 
The question will require the candidate to write a comparative analysis of two 
poems: one compulsory poem or poetry extract and another chosen from a further 
three poems or poetry extracts. 
 
Unit 4 – Shakespeare. 
Written examination: 2 hours. 20% of qualification. 
Questions are based on the study of one Shakespeare play from the list below, 
chosen by the course teacher: 

o King Lear 
o Antony and Cleopatra 
o Hamlet 
o Henry IV Part 1 
o The Tempest 

 
Unit 5 – Prose Study. 
Non–examination assessment. 20% of qualification. One 2500-3500 assignment 
based on the reading of two prose texts from different periods, one pre 2000 and 
one post 2000 nominated by the centre. 

Additional Information 
It is recommended that students have at least a Grade B in English and English 
Literature at GCSE to be successful in this course. 
 
For further information, please contact Mrs A Nicholls (Builth Wells/Llandrindod 
Campus). 
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French 
Why study French? 
The WJEC AS and A level in French provides an engaging and exciting 
opportunity for students to build on their previous study of French at GCSE. The 
specification offers students a detailed insight into the countries and communities 
where French is spoken – social fabric, political, intellectual, artistic culture. 
  
The opportunity to study literature and film will allow students to undertake a 
deeper analysis of language structures, develop their critical thinking and increase 
their cultural awareness.  They will also develop a greater appreciation and 
awareness of cultural differences by undertaking a research project on an area of 
personal interest. A strong focus is on building students’ confidence and fluency in 
their spoken French by discussing relevant topics and themes, enabling them to 
further develop their linguistic skills and knowledge. 

Details of Assessment 
AS Level (2 units) 
 
AS Unit 1 Speaking, 12-15 minutes (plus 15 minutes preparation time) 12-
marks 

 Arguing a point of view based on a written stimulus card. 

 Discussion based on a second written stimulus card. 
 
AS Unit 2 Listening, reading, translation and critical response in writing, 2 
hours 30 minutes 

 Section A: Listening. 

 Section B: Reading. 

 Section C: Translation – from French into English. 

 Section D: Critical response in writing. 
 
A Level (AS plus a further 3 units) 
 
A2 Unit 3 Speaking, 11-12 minutes 

 Presentation of independent research project. 

 Discussion on the content of the independent research project. 
  
A2 Unit 4 Listening, reading and translation, 1 hour 45 minutes. 

 Section A: Listening. 

 Section B: Reading. 

 Section C: Translation – from English into French. 
 
A2 Unit 5 Critical and analytical response in writing (closed book), 1 hour 30 
minutes. 
One essay question based on the study of one literary work taken from the 
prescribed list. 
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Brief details of the content of the course 
The specification content covers the two main areas of interest: 

1. Social issues and trends. 
2. Political, intellectual and artistic culture. 

 
Under these two areas of interest a total of four themes have been chosen to offer 
learners an extensive and pertinent learning experience. These four themes are in 
turn divided into sub-themes. 

 
 

Area of interest (i) Social issues and trends 
Area of interest (ii) Political, intellectual and 
artistic culture 

Area of interest (i) Social issues and trends 
Area of interest (ii) Political, intellectual and 
artistic culture 

Theme 1: (AS) 
Being a young person in French-speaking 
society · Family structures, traditional and 
modern values, friendships / relationships · 
Youth trends, issues and personal identity · 
Educational and employment opportunities 

Theme 2: (AS) 
Understanding the French-speaking world · 
Regional culture and heritage in France, French-
speaking countries and communities · 
Literature, art, film and music in the French 
speaking world 

Theme 3: (A level) 

 Diversity and difference 

 Migration and integration 

 Cultural identity and marginalisation 

 Cultural enrichment and celebrating 
difference Discrimination and diversity 

Theme 4: (A level) 
France 1940-1950: The Occupation and the 
post-war years · From June 1940-May 1945 
(occupation, liberation and end of World War II) 
Life in Occupied France and the cultural 
dimension (théâtre, cinéma, littérature) · 1945-
1950: rebuilding and restructuring · 
Repercussions for modern day France 

Additional Information 
Students are required to have a sound knowledge of grammar. The course 
involves a great deal of learning, individual reading and research. 
 
For further information, please contact Mrs S Morris (Builth Wells Campus) or Miss 
D Hardwick (Llandrindod Campus). 
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Geography 
This course may be studied through the medium of Welsh 

Why study Geography? 
This course encourages learners to apply geographical knowledge, theory and 
skills to the world around them. In turn this will enable learners to develop a critical 
understanding of the world’s people, places and environments in the 21st Century. 
Learners will develop both knowledge and understanding of contemporary 
geographical concepts together with highly sought after skills that will enable you 
to progress to higher education and a range of employment opportunities. 

Brief details of the content of the course 
AS 
Unit 1: Changing Landscapes Written examination: 2 hours –24% of marks 

 Section A: Changing Landscapes – Glaciation 

 Section B: Tectonic Hazards 
 
Unit 2: Changing Places Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes – 16% of 
marks 

 Section A: Changing Places – rural and urban change 

 Two compulsory structured questions with data response 

 Section B: Fieldwork Investigation in Physical and Human Geography 
A2 
Unit 3: Global Systems and Global Governance Written examination: 2 hours 
– 24% of marks 

 Section A: Global Systems Water and Carbon Cycles 

 Section B: Global Governance: Change and Challenges 

 Section C: 21st Century Challenges 
Unit 4: Contemporary Themes in Geography Written examination: 2 hours – 
16% of marks 

 Section A: Tectonic Hazards 

 Section B: Contemporary Themes in Geography – The study of Global 
Ecosystems and Weather hazards 

Unit 5: Independent Investigation Non-exam assessment: 3000 – 4000 words 
– 20% of marks 
A written independent project, written on a topic of the student’s choice based 
around one of the fieldwork days. Worth 20% of the final grade. 

Details of Assessment 
Unit 1 Changing Landscapes 
Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of physical geography, based 
on how ice shaped our local landscapes, and also other areas around the world 
where examples are not available locally. They will develop in-depth knowledge of 
Tectonic Hazards the causes and impacts, as well as the inter-relationships 
between people and environment in areas affected by volcanoes and earthquakes. 
Fieldwork will involve a 1-day glacial fieldwork trip to collect data in either the 
Brecon Beacons or the Gower. 
 
Unit 2 Changing Places 
Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of human geography, and this 
theme focuses on places and their dynamic characteristics. The changing 
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characteristics of rural and urban areas are explored with regards to their history, 
population, and employment structures. Rebranding and globalisation are the main 
drivers in these changes, and local and regional examples such as Powys, 
Cornwall, Cardiff and Liverpool are explored as case studies. Fieldwork will involve 
1-day Urban study to collect data in Cardiff. 
 
Unit 3 Global Systems and Global Governance 
This theme is based on the physical processes which control the cycling of both 
water and carbon between land, oceans and the atmosphere. Learners will 
develop knowledge and understanding of the key role played by the carbon and 
water cycles in supporting life on Earth. The Global Governance theme looks at 
the challenges our modern day world faces from migration, technology, 
transportation of goods and services, and how connectivity has linked people, 
places and environments -including the oceans. This last point has been made all 
the more relevant through awareness of Blue Planet 2, and this is explored further 
through the section on 21st Century challenges – looking at the sustainability and 
resilience of ecosystems. 
 
Unit 4 Contemporary Themes in Geography 
Students revisit the topic of Tectonics taught at AS level, but explore it in greater 
detail to include the impacts of tsunamis, and how events can be mitigated to 
minimise risk to people in these areas. The second part of the unit looks at the 
links between people and the environment through the study of ecosystems and 
the weather. Within ecosystems, the Arctic Tundra is the selected biome for study 
– the interdependence of people and this challenging environment is looked at in 
depth. Regarding weather, the known UK weather system is studied along with 
climate change and extreme weather events. 
 
Unit 5 Independent Investigation 
An independent investigation that requires reflective, extended written research, 
based on a question linked to the specification. This is written up independent to 
the learning in class, and draws on the student’s experience of fieldwork at Key 
Stage 5. This unit prepares the students for the independent learning style needed 
for success at University and the world of work, by developing their literacy, 
numeracy, ICT and research skills within the realm of a single coursework piece. 
 
Fieldwork is integrated throughout the course, and provides students with 
valuable, memorable learning experiences. The fieldwork will cover both physical 
geography and human geography experiences, and will be undertaken over 2 
days at AS level, and a further 2 days at A level. 

Additional Information 
Geography is also available through the medium of Welsh on the Builth Wells 
campus.Welsh-medium Geography is taught by Mrs L Lewis, and students attend 
the same fieldwork visits as the English-medium Geography students. 
 
For further information, please contact Mrs C Price (Llandrindod/ Builth Wells 
Campuses), Mr K Simpson (Llandrindod Campus), or Mrs L Lewis (Builth Wells 
Campus). 
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Health and Social Care 
Why study Health and Social Care? 
This qualification provides a suitable foundation for the study of Health and Social 
Care or a related area through a range of higher education courses (e.g. Health 
and Social Care, Community Health Studies, Nursing, direct employment etc.). 
  
AS and A Level Health and Social Care should encourage candidates to develop 
and sustain an interest in health, early years’ care, education and social care and 
to develop skills including research, evaluation and problem solving in a work 
related context. 

Details of Assessment 
Year 12 – AS Level 
Unit 1: Promoting Quality Care and Communication. 40% 
There will be one examination (1 ½ hours). 
 
Unit 2: Promoting Good Health. 60% 
This unit is internally assessed. It requires candidates to produce a detailed 
portfolio. 
  
Year 13 – A Level 
Unit 7: Provision of Health, Social Care and Children’s Services. 40% 
This unit requires candidates to provide a report based on a 10-hour coursework 
assignment. 
 
Unit 12: The influence of Food and Fitness on Health and Well-Being. 60% 
This unit is internally assessed. It requires candidates to produce a detailed 
portfolio. 

Brief details of the content of the course 
Unit 1: Promoting Quality Care and Communication 
Candidates will study the care principles, skills and techniques required by both 
formal and informal carers to treat individuals well within a range of care settings. 
 
Unit 2: Promoting Good Health 
Candidates will gain knowledge of the factors that influence an individual’s health 
and well-being and how recent government initiatives promote good health. 
 
Unit 7: Provision of Health, Social Care and Children’s Services 
Candidates will study the main health, social care and children’s services to meet 
individual needs. 
 
Unit 12: The influence of Food and Fitness on Health and Well-Being 
The focus of this unit is on a range of different aspects relating to the diet and 
fitness of individuals at different life stages. 

Additional Information 
For further information, please contact Mrs K Yeandle or Miss P Hourahane (Builth 
Wells Campus). 
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History 
This course may be studied through the medium of Welsh 

Why study History? 
A Level History will help you understand how the world around you was shaped, 
and allow you to consider today’s society in a different way. Employers regard a 
History qualification and the skills it develops very highly in the workplace. In 
addition, top universities recommend studying History at A Level, as it will help to 
prepare you for further study in a number of different fields. 

Details of Assessment 
 

AS – 2 units 

Unit 1 
Period 
Study 

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 20% of qualification 
Open ended questions with a focus on relevant historical 
concepts. 

Unit 2 
Depth study 
Part (1) 

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 20% of qualification 
Evidence based questions with focus on the evaluation of 
historical sources and different interpretations. 

 
 

A Level - the above plus a further 3 units 

Unit 3 
Breadth study 

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 20% of qualification 
Essays focused on relevant historical concepts and based on 
historical themes. 

Unit 4 
Depth Study 
Part 2 

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 20% of qualification 
A source based question and an essay arising from further 
study of the depth study chosen for AS in Unit 2. 

Unit 5 
Historical 
Interpretations 

Non-examination assessment: 3000-4000 words 20% of 
qualification Focusing on a specific historical problem or issue. 
This must not duplicate the content or duration of the depth 
study chosen in Units 2 & 4. 

Brief details of the content of the course 
AS 

 Unit 1: Period study: Politics, People and Progress in Wales and England 
1880 – 1980 

 Unit 2: In-depth study: Weimar and its challenges c.1918 – 1933 
 
A2 

 Unit 3: Breadth study: Parliamentary Reform and Protest in Wales and 
England c.1780 – 1885 

 Unit 4: In-depth study: Nazi Germany c.1933 – 1945 

 Unit 5: Coursework 

Additional Information 
History is also available through the medium of Welsh on the Builth Wells campus. 
Welsh-medium History is taught by Mrs M Jones. 
 
For further information, please contact Mr S Patten or Miss A Griffiths(Llandrindod 
Campus) or Mr L Powell or Mrs M Jones (Builth Wells Campus). 
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BTEC Hospitality 
Why study BTEC Hospitality? 
BTEC Hospitality is designed to provide you with a highly specialist work-related 
qualification. This course will provide you with the knowledge, understanding and 
skills that you need to prepare you for employment within the Hospitality Industry. 
 
The BTEC qualification in Hospitality has been developed in the industry to: 

 Give full-time learners the opportunity to enter employment in the hospitality 
industry or to progress to other vocational qualifications. 

 Give learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, 
personal skills and attributes essential for successful performance in 
working life. 

Details of Assessment 
There are no examination and all units in BTEC Hospitality are internally assessed 
through a variety of methods e.g.: Recorded discussions, Work related 
experience, Log books, diaries, etc. Preparation of promotional material, 
Presentations, Annotated photographs, Performance observation, Witness 
statements, Role-play, Reports, Written investigations, Practical work – planning of 
menus and preparation of dishes. 
 
Each unit within the qualification has specified assessment and grading criteria. 
Learners will be awarded a Pass, Merit or Distinction for each unit. These grades 
equate to points. 

Brief details of the content of the course 
Level 3 Certificate (Year 12) 
The 30-credit BTEC level 3 Certificate is equivalent to one GCE AS Level. It 
consists of three units: 

1. The Hospitality industry 
2. European Food 
3. Planning and Managing a Hospitality Event 

 
Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma (Year 13) 
The 60-credit BTEC level 3 Certificate is equivalent to one GCE A Level. It 
consists of the following additional units: 

 Principles of Supervising Customer Service Performance in Hospitality, 
Travel & Tourism. 

 Providing Customer Service in Hospitality 

 Asian Cuisine 

 Alcoholic Beverage Service. 

Additional Information 
For further information, please contact Miss P Hourahane (Builth Wells Campus).  
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Mathematics 
Why study Mathematics? 
AS Mathematics is a subject which will support many other courses and links 
particularly well with all three Sciences, Geography and Design Technology. 
 
A2 Mathematics is excellent preparation for a variety of degree courses, 
particularly Physics, Engineering, Electronics, Medicine, Veterinary Science, 
Finance and Insurance. You may, be looking for more breadth in your choice of 
subjects in which case you can combine mathematics with any subject the option 
columns permit in order to provide a broad and challenging portfolio of academic 
study. 

Details of Assessment 
Unit 1: Pure Mathematics A 
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes 
25% of A level qualification (62.5% of AS qualification) 
 
Unit 2: Applied Mathematics A 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
15% of A level qualification (37.5% of AS qualification) 
 
Unit 3: Pure Mathematics B 
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes 
35% of A level qualification 
 
Unit 4: Applied Mathematics B 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
25% of A level qualification 
 
Units 1 and 2 are studied in year 12 and are worth 40% of the complete A level 
qualification. The vast majority of students taking Maths go onto complete the full 
A level course, and so will study the remaining 60% in units 3 and 4 during year 
13. 

Brief details of the content of the course 
Unit 1: Pure Mathematics A will include the study of Proof, Algebra and Functions, 
Coordinate Geometry in two dimensions, Sequences and Series, Trigonometry, 
Differentiation, Integration and Vectors. 
 
Unit 2: Applied Mathematics A will be split into Statistics and Mechanics, though 
the weighting between them is split 53% with Statistics and 47% Mechanics. 
 
Statistics will include the study of Sampling, Data Presentation and Interpretation, 
Probability, Statistical Distributions and Hypothesis Testing. Mechanics will include 
the study of Quantities and Units, Kinematics, Forces, Newton’s Laws and 
Vectors. 
 
Unit 3: Pure Mathematics B will include the study of Proof, Algebra and Functions, 
Coordinate Geometry in two dimensions, Sequences and Series, Trigonometry, 
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Differentiation, Integration and Numerical Methods. All of these take the ideas of 
unit 1 and push them up to higher and more complex levels. 
 
Unit 4: Applied Mathematics B will be split into Statistics and Mechanics, where 
the weighting between them is split equally at A2. Statistics will include the study 
of Probability, Statistical Distributions and Hypothesis Testing. Mechanics will 
include the study of Differential Equations, Quantities and Units, Kinematics, 
Forces, Newton’s Laws, Moments and Vectors. This unit takes the ideas of unit 2 
and applies them into ever more interesting and complex situations. 
 
In summary, Pure Maths is all about the joy of Maths and learning its core 
principles and its skills. Applied Maths is a combination of Statistics and 
Mechanics and this is all about using Maths in real-life settings and how Maths can 
be used to make sense of the real world. 
Additional Information 
Successful students will require a high level of motivation and self-discipline, 
together with a clear understanding of the concepts covered at GCSE, and the 
ability to apply their skills to solve problems. A minimum of grade 'B' at GCSE will 
normally be required for acceptance onto the AS or A2 course. Experience has 
shown that this is a minimum grade and a higher grade than this will usually lead 
to more successful results 
 
Throughout all units, a scientific calculator will be required and will be used in all 
assessments. Students must have calculators with the features of an iterative 
function and the ability to compute summary statistics and access probabilities 
from standard statistical distributions. Unfortunately, GCSE calculators are not 
suitable for use at AS and A2 level.  Students will need to buy a new one. These 
cost around about £20. 
 
Year 12 and 13: Further mathematics 
Each year a small amount of exceptional students, choose to study Further A-
Level Mathematics. This usually involves a lot of self-study and work outside of the 
normal school curriculum. Further mathematics is ideal for students who wish to 
study pure or applied Mathematics, Engineering, Physics, Earth Science or 
Computer Science at any of the top universities in the UK or overseas. 
 
Further details can be found at www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/mathematics/r-
mathematics-gce-2017/ 
 
For further information, please contact Dr A Bradshaw or Mr BG Hardiman 
(Llandrindod Campus) or Mr S Rees or Mrs M Stonefield (Builth Wells Campus). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/mathematics/r-mathematics-gce-2017/
http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/mathematics/r-mathematics-gce-2017/
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Music 
This course may be studied through the medium of Welsh 

Why study Music? 
If you enjoy all aspects of music, performing, composing and developing an 
understanding of how music is created, this course is for you. You will need to be 
able to perform either on a musical instrument or with your voice and you must be 
prepared to practice to be successful. The course encourages learners to: 

 develop performing skills to demonstrate an understanding of musical 
elements, style, and sense of continuity, interpretation and expression; 

 develop composing skills to demonstrate the manipulation of musical ideas 
and the use of musical devices and conventions; 

 recognise the interdependence of musical knowledge, understanding and 
skills, and make links between the integrated activities of performing, 
composing and appraising underpinned by attentive listening; 

 broaden musical experience and interests, develop imagination and foster 
creativity, 

 develop awareness of music technologies and their use in the creation and 
presentation of music. 

Details of Assessment 
Advanced Subsidiary Level (Year 12) 

 AS Unit 1: Performing Total duration of performances: 6-8 minutes 

 AS Unit 2: Composing Total duration of compositions: 3-6 minutes 

 AS Unit 3: Appraising Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 
 
Advanced Level (Year 13 – the above plus a further 3 units) 

 A2 Unit 4: Performing (Option A: Total duration of performances: 10-12 
minutes or Option B: Total duration of performances: 6-8 minutes) 

 A2 Unit 5: Composing (Option A: Total duration of compositions: 3-6 
minutes or Option B: Total duration of compositions: 5-9 minutes) 

 A2 Unit Option B: 6: Appraising (Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes) 

Brief details of the content of the course 
The course allows learners to develop skills in performing, composing and 
appraising. All learners study the Western Classical Tradition, engaging with 
landmark orchestral or choral repertoire, to develop knowledge and understanding 
of music. Learners will use the musical techniques and conventions of this tradition 
to compose one piece of music to a brief. 
 
At AS learners also choose one area of study from a choice either Rock and Pop, 
Musical Theatre or Jazz. A2 allows learners to continue their studies in greater 
depth, choosing two further strands of music from a choice of five. There is a 
distinct Welsh flavour to two of these strands allowing learners to engage with the 
music of contemporary Welsh composers and performers. 

Additional Information 
Music is also available through the medium of Welsh on the Builth Wells campus. 
Welsh-medium Music is taught by Mrs E Ennis. 
 
For further information, please contact Miss R Rhys-Jones or Mrs E Ennis (Builth 
Campus) or Mrs C Ealey-Fitzgerald (Llandrindod Campus). 
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 Physical Education (PE) 
Why study PE? 
AS outline: At AS, this specification will develop knowledge and skills to help 
understand the opportunities for and effects of leading a healthy and active 
lifestyle. Candidates will be given the opportunity to build on their experience and 
improve their personal skills/techniques across a variety of roles in a sport(s) of 
their choice to improve performance. 
  
A2 outline: At A2, the specification enables candidates to further develop their 
understanding of key philosophical concepts, themes, texts and techniques. 
Candidates will be given the opportunity to specialise further, selecting two themes 
to study in depth and focusing on philosophical problems through the study of a 
key text. Problem areas relate directly to other areas of the specification and 
candidates will be able to draw on, develop and apply material from both the AS 
and A2 modules. 

Details of Assessment 
The AS specification has 2 units: 
Unit 1: Opportunities for and the effects of leading a healthy and active 
lifestyle 
Topic list: 
The physiological effects of adopting a healthy lifestyle, The short term effect of 
exercise/performance and the long term effects of training, Analysis of movement 
across a range of sporting actions, Acquisition of skills and the impact of 
psychological factors on performance, Opportunities for physical activity, benefits 
to the individual and society and the potential barriers faced by minority groups. 
  
Assessment: Written paper 2hours 60% of AS Level and 30% A2 Level 
Candidates are required to answer seven questions from section A and one from 
section B. 

 Section A will require candidates to answer questions on applied 
physiology, skill acquisition and opportunities for participation. 

 Section B will examine the application of theoretical knowledge to a 
practical situation. 

  
Unit 2: Analysis and evaluation of physical activity as performer or in an 
adopted role/s. 
Topic list 

 Execution of skills/techniques in two roles (performer, 
official/referee/umpire/judge or leader/coach) in a chosen physical activity 
or across two differing activities. 

 Analysis of own performance. 

 Application of theoretical knowledge to achieve effective performance. 
  
Assessment: Internal assessment with moderation: 100 marks 40% of total AS 
marks and 20% of A2 marks 
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Candidates are assessed on their ability to perform, analyse and evaluate the 
execution of core skills/techniques in isolation and a structured practice as either: 
a player/performer and in an adopted role or in 2 adopted roles. 

 Section A requires candidates to be assessed on their ability in two from a 
choice of three roles. 

 Section B will look at the theoretical factors that improve performance. 
Candidates are assessed on this element through the section B question in 
Unit 1. 

  
The A2 specification has 2 units: 
Unit 3: Optimising performance and evaluating contemporary issues within 
sport 
Topic list: 
Energy sources and systems, Elite preparation and training, Specialised training 
and sports injuries, The use of psychological theories and techniques to optimise 
performance, Concepts and characteristics of World Games and their impact on 
the state and individual, Development and impact of sports technology on 
performers, equipment and facilities, The development of sport from rational 
recreation to its modern day format. 
  
Assessment: 2 hours (84 marks) 30% of total A Level marks. 
 
Candidates are required to answer six questions, two from Section A, two from 
Section B and two from Section C. 

 Section A looks at how the application of physiological factors can optimise 
performance. 

 Section B looks at how the application of physiological knowledge can 
optimise performance. 

 Section C evaluates contemporary influences in sport and their impact on 
the performer. 

  
Unit 4: Philosophical Problems 
Topic list 

 Optimising performance in competitive or performance conditions in one 
role. 

 Evaluation of own performance in identifying weaknesses. 

 Suggesting cause of own weakness and an appropriate corrective 
measure. 

 
Assessment: Internal assessment with moderation: 120 marks 20% of total A2 
marks. 
 
Candidates are assessed on their ability to perform, analyse and evaluate their 
own performance of the core skills/techniques in a competitive situation as either a 
player/performer or in an adopted role. Then using their knowledge and 
understanding identify their weaknesses; suggest the causes of these weaknesses 
and appropriate corrective measures. 

Additional Information 
For further information, please contact Mr G Pritchard (Llandrindod Campus). 
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Physics 
Why study Physics? 
Advanced Subsidiary (AS) and Advanced (A2) GCE Physics are designed to suit 
the needs of a wide range of students as they follow their individual routes through 
lifelong learning. 
 
The two units making up the AS qualification lead on from the GCSE physics 
course and therefore provide an easy and logical introduction to the fascinating 
world of modern physics. 
 
The full A level qualification comprises three further units. These are more 
conceptually difficult and ensure that A’ level physics remains a prime qualification 
for entry to many higher education courses. 

Details of Assessment 
AS Units 

1. ‘Motion, Energy and Matter’. Including: kinematics, forces, energy, power, 
viscosity, properties of materials and elastic strain, using radiation to 
investigate stars, particles and nuclear structure. 1 hr. 30 examination (80 
marks) 

2. ‘Electricity and Light’. Including: waves (refraction, polarisation, diffraction), 
photons and lasers, electricity (current, resistance, Ohm’s law, potential 
dividers.) 1 hr. 30 examination (80 marks) 

3. Key skills and practical investigation are integral components of the AS 
course. 

  
A2 Units 

1. ‘Oscillations and Nuclei’. Including: Circular motion, vibrations, kinetic 
theory, thermal physics, nuclear energy and nuclear decay. 2 hrs. 15 
examination (100 marks) 

2. ‘Fields and options’. Including: capacitors, electrostatic, magnetic and 
gravitational fields, orbits and the wider universe.  2 hrs. examination (100 
marks) 

3. ‘Experimental Physics’. This unit involves planning and carrying out an 
experiment and analysing experimental results. 2 ‘papers’ each worth 25 
marks. 

Additional Information 
Grade B in the Physics component of the WJEC GCSE science examination and 
grade B for mathematics are the minimum requirements to take up A Level 
Physics. 
 
For further information, please contact Mr M Williams (Builth Wells Campus). 
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Religious Studies 
Why study RS? 
AS and A Level Religious Studies will enable learners to: 

 develop their interest in a rigorous study of religion and belief and relate it to 
the wider world; 

 develop knowledge and understanding appropriate to a specialist study of 
religion; 

 develop an understanding and appreciation of religious thought and its 
contribution to individuals, communities and societies; 

 adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion, 
and to 

 reflect on and develop their own values, opinions and attitudes in the light of 
their study. 

 
AS and A Level Religious Studies are designed to enable learners to develop their 
interest in, and enthusiasm for, a study of religion and its place in the wider world. 

Details of Assessment 
All written examinations 

 Unit 1: An Introduction to the Study of Religion: Christianity (15% of 
qualification) 

 Unit 2: An Introduction to Religion and Ethics and the Philosophy of 
Religion (25% of qualification) 

 Unit 4: Religion and Ethics (20% of qualification) 

 Unit 5: Philosophy of Religion (20% of qualification) 

 Unit 6: Textual Studies – New Testament (20% of qualification) 

Brief details of the content of the course 
AS Units 1 and 2 (both compulsory) 
 
Unit 1: An Introduction to the Study of Religion: Christianity (15% of 
qualification) 

 Theme 1: Religious figures and sacred texts (part 1) 

 Theme 2: Religious concepts 

 Theme 3: Religious life 

 Theme 4: Religious practices that shape religious identity 
 
Unit 2: An Introduction to Religion and Ethics and the Philosophy of Religion 
(25% of qualification) 
Section A: An Introduction to Religion and Ethics 

 Theme 1: Ethical Thought 

 Theme 2: Aquinas’ Natural Law - a religious approach to ethics 

 Theme 3: Situation Ethics – a religious approach to ethics 

 Theme 4: Utilitarianism – a non-religious approach to ethics 
 
Section B: An Introduction to Philosophy of Religion 

 Theme 1: Arguments for the existence of God – inductive 
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 Theme 2: Arguments for the existence of God – deductive 

 Theme 3: Challenges to religious belief (part 1) - the problem of evil and 
suffering 

 Theme 4: Religious Experience (part 1) 
 
A level Units (the two AS units studied plus a further three units- 3,4, and 5) 
 
Unit 3: A Study of Religion - Option A: A Study of Christianity 

 Theme 1: Religious figures and sacred texts (part 2) 

 Theme 2: Significant historical developments in religious thought 

 Theme 3: Significant social developments in religious thought 

 Theme 4: Religious practices that shape religious identity (part 2) 
  
Unit 4: Religion and Ethics (20% of qualification) 

 Theme 1: Ethical Thought (part 2) 

 Theme 2: Deontological Ethics 

 Theme 3: Determinism 

 Theme 4: Free Will 
  
Unit 5: Philosophy of Religion (20% of qualification) 

 Theme 1: Challenges to religious belief (part 2) 

 Theme 2: Religious experience (part 2) 

 Theme 3: Religious language (part 1) 

 Theme 4: Religious language (part 2) 

 Brief details of the content of the course 

Additional Information 
For learners to have taken Short or Full Course RE, preferably with a C grade of 
above. The course is suitable for learners to have a keen interest in Religion, 
philosophy and ethics. 
  
For further information, please Mrs K Harries (Llandrindod Campus). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



35 
 

Welsh Second Language 
Why study Welsh Second Language? 
Welsh in the Sixth Form is in many ways a continuation of the course followed to 
GCSE. There is further study of the language, and also of drama and film. Poetry 
is studied in Year 12, and there is a folio to produce by April of Year 12, based on 
research. There will be a compulsory visit to the Theatre in preparation for the oral 
exam. Short stories are studied in Year 13 as well as cross-language skills, the 
Welsh language in society and a play. Language and grammar are studied 
throughout both years. 
  
The course should improve your fluency, enhance your knowledge of the use of 
Welsh in everyday life, and prepare you for higher education and adult life in 
Wales. You should also enjoy the course, as it is varied and interesting. 

Details of Assessment 
The AS course (40% of the whole A-Level): 

 AS Unit 1 - Oral Examination – 15% - Film and Oracy 

 AS Unit 2 - Non-Examination Assessment - 10% 

 AS Unit 3 - Written Paper – 15% - The Use of Language, and Poetry 
  
The A2 course (60% of the whole A-Level): 

 A2 Unit 4 - Oral Examination – 25% - Drama and Oracy 

 A2 Unit 5 - Written Paper – 15% - The Welsh language in Society and 
‘Translanguaging’ 

 A2 Unit 6 - Written Paper – 20% - The Use of Language and the Short 
Story 

Brief details of the content of the course 
AS Unit 1 - Film and Oracy 

 Section A: Discussing a film 

 Section B: Personal response 
 
AS Unit 2 - Candidates to write 3 extended pieces. Total of between 1,500 
and 2,000 words 
 
AS Unit 3 - The Use of Language, and Poetry 

 Section A: A composite question, which includes different types of linguistic 
exercises. 

 Section B: 3 questions based on the prescribed texts. 
 
A2 Unit 4 - Drama and Oracy 

 Section A: Living through the medium of Welsh 

 Section B: Discussing a play 

 Section C: Personal response + Synoptic Assessment 
 
A2 Unit 5 - The Welsh language in Society and ‘Translanguaging’ 

 Section A: The Welsh language in society. Questions based on the 
prescribed text 
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 Section B: ‘Translanguaging’ – a written response in Welsh to an English-
language article plus Synoptic Assessment 

 
A2 Unit 6 - The Use of Language and the Short Story 

 Section A: A composite question which includes different types of linguistic 
exercises. 

 Section B: 2 questions based on one of the prescribed texts and 1 synoptic 
question which bring together the information, understanding and skills 
developed in the subject plus Synoptic Assessment. 

Additional Information 
A grade B at GCSE is recommended to be able to cope with the demands of the 
course. 
 
For further information, please contact Mr M Morris (Builth Wells/Llandrindod 
Campus).. 
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Welsh Baccalaureate 
Skills Challenge Certificate 

Skills Challenge Certificate  
This is a compulsory qualification that all students will complete. The primary aim of the 
Skills Challenge Certificate is to develop the seven essential skills and prepare students for 
employment or further studies. The seven core skills include: 

1. Literacy 
2. Numeracy 
3. Digital Literacy 
4. Critical thinking and problem solving 
5. Planning and organisation 
6. Creativity and innovation 
7. Personal effectiveness 

Details of Assessment 
Enterprise and Employability Challenge (20%) 
The Enterprise and Employability Challenge aims to develop the skills of Numeracy, Digital 
Literacy, Creativity and Innovation and Personal Effectiveness. In this Challenge, learners 
will have the opportunity to focus on the preparation for their future career aspirations. 
Learners will experience a simulated work project requiring project management skills and 
techniques. This will include the opportunity to work in a team or as an individual to design 
and present an innovative concept/idea based on meeting the needs of customers and/or 
businesses. Learners will be required to liaise with employers and interact with successful 
local entrepreneurs. 
 
Community Challenge (15%) 
The Community Challenge aims to develop the skills of Planning and Organisation and 
Personal Effectiveness. The Community Challenge will provide experiences that help young 
people understand what it means to be an active citizen. The challenge should enable them 
to develop as effective and responsible members of the community. Learners will be able to 
demonstrate independence, responsibility and an ability to work well with others. 
  
Global Citizenship Challenge (15%) 
The Global Citizenship Challenge aims to develop the skills of Literacy, Critical Thinking and 
Problem Solving and Creativity and Innovation. Learners will develop research skills, 
including the ability to think critically about the usefulness, currency, validity and reliability of 
source material. Analysing and thinking critically about global issues will involve a full 
consideration of the impact of relevant political, economic, social, technological, legal, 
environmental (PESTLE) factors. Learners will establish a Personal Standpoint that 
demonstrates a critical understanding of and/or empathy with alternative perspectives. They 
will then formulate possible approaches to tackle a global issue, communicating these 
creatively and innovatively at a Global Choices Conference. 
 
Individual Project (50%) 
The purpose of the Individual Project is to develop learners’ skills, through carrying out a 
research activity in an area of personal interest or one that reflects future educational or 
career aspirations. During the Individual Project, learners will explicitly develop skills in 
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Digital Literacy, Planning and Organisation and Critical Thinking and Problem Solving and 
apply them in an appropriate manner. 

Additional Information 
For further information, please contact Miss A Jones (Builth Wells/Llandrindod Campus). 

 


